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Dear Ms. McLaughlin, 



^ I am in receipt of your Idler dalcd 1/1 5/2010. 

In response to thereto and in further support of reinstating my patent, please note that the delay, if 
any, in paying the maintenance fee was unavoidable since reasonable care was taken to ensure 
thai Ihe maintenance fee would be paid timely. 

Specifically, for the past ten years, T would routinely pay my patent attorney. Mi*, Ten'ance T., 
Siemens, a periodic fee which would be used toward the payment oflhe maintenance and other 
fees and legal expenses. 

Even though, I continued paying Mr. Siemens the necessaiy fees, his firm did not convey 
payment for the maintenance fee. I later learned that Mr Siemens had passed away and due 
notice was not provided to me. 

On 10/5/2009, upon calling the PTO to inquire about the status of my patent, T found out that my 
patent, indeed, had expired. On the same date, 1, iimnediately, submitted an application for the 
reinstatement of the patent and forwarded a check for the outstanding maintenance fee plus the 
additional assessed penalties. Attached please find a copy of check# 681 , for the amount of 
$1,940. 
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Moreover, upon Icaniing that my patent had expired. I investigated this matter and exercised the 

\ due care of a reasonably prudent person and discovered that after the death of Mr. Siemens my 

\ patent file was forwarded to Mr» Mark Levy who apparently had also failed to make the 

\ maintenance fee payment. 1 have since made several unsuccessful attempts to contact Mr. levy. 

[; Attached please find a copy of the Tracking and confirmation receipt from the U.S. Post Office 

\ with respect to correspondence witli Mr. Levy. 
\ 

\ As stated above, the delay tn the maintenance fee was unavoidable since reasonable care was 

\ taken to ensure that the maintenance fee would be paid timely, and that upon my learning of the 

\ lapse in the maintenance fee, T made the payment immediately. 



Also, I would like you to consider my personal situation in which I have been caring for my 
elderly mother who is a dialysis patient and is in need of constant care for (he past several years. 



In light of the foregoing, 1 respectfully request that my patent be reinstated immediately. 



Thank you. 

3Ci;t|ally, 
Shawn Onirani 
Enc. 
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UnltecJ States Paterrt and Trademari^ Office 
P.O. Bpx 1.4 5P 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 



Paper No. 9 

OFBCE OF PEimggpY MAILED 

JAN 1 5 2010 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 



This is a request for information in response to the peiilion under 37 CFR 1 -378(b), filed October 8, 2009, 
to reinstate the itbove-cited patent. 

Petitioner is allowed a non-extendable period for reply of TWO (2) MOT^TTHS from the mailing date of 
this communication to provide a response. ^Pbe response should be titled, '^Response to Request for 
Information" If no response is provided within the period set forth, a decision will be made soJefy on the 
merits as set forth in the petition under 37 CFR 1 .378{b) filed September 28, 2009. No additional fey? ar? 
due. 

The patent issued July 27, 1999. The 7.5 year maintenance fee could have been paid from July 27, 2006, 
through January 27, 2007, or with a surcharge, as authorized by 37 CFR 1 .20(h), during the period from 
January 28, 2007, to July 27, 2007. Petitioner did not do so. Accordingly, the patent expired at midnight 
on July 27, 2007. 

Petitioner is required to address the following points: 

Section 2590 of the Mmmat ofFaient Examining Procedure (MPRP) specifically states, in 
pertinent pijrl, that: 

, . . the patentee's lack of knowledge of the need to pay Uiu maintenance fee and the failure to 
receive the Maintenance Fee Reminder do not constitute unavoidable delay , Under the statutes 
and rules, the OfTice has no duty to notify patentees of the requirement to pay maintenance fees 
or to notify patentees when the mainienance fees are due. It is solely the responsibility of the 
patentee to ensure that the maintenance fee is timely paid to prevent expiration of the patent. The 
lack of knowledge of the requirement to pay a maintenance fee and the failure to receive the 
Maintenance Fee Reminder will not shift the burden of monitoring the time for paying a 
Mainicnaiice fee from the patentee to the Office. 

While the patentee's failure to track the maintenance fee schedule for the subject patent is 
regrettable, the failure to pay a maintenance fee based on the failure to receive notice that the 
maintenance fee is due not satisiy the unavoidable standard of 37 CFR 1.378(b), Accordingly, 
petitioner must affirmatively state how the maintenance fee payment was missed. 

Petitioner must also address how petitioner treated the maintenance of the patent as petitioner's 
most important business. Petitioner must demonstrate that petitioner acted reasonably and 
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Office of Petitions 
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Moreover, xipon le«miiis l>-at ivxy patci^t had c^<pircd, I in vest i«£LTod this TT^attci-^arid c>:crctsocl the 
dwe care of ii reasonably pi-odenl person and discovered tViai »f\cr the death of ^/Ir. SiCTiens ir>y 
T>atcnt filv was forwardod to TvTr. IVlarlc Lt=vy who apparently had al^^o failod to malce the 
maintenance fee ptrymcnt. T have -linec i-nadc several unsuccessful attempts to contact ^^-J^;^^- 
Attached plcw!>e Hnd a copy of the Xraclciiiii tind confirmation receipt ft-om the TJ.S. P^ost OUice 
witK respect to correspondence with Mr. T_cvy. 

yVs stated a>>ove, the delay in tl-^e nmintenanec fee was vinavoidafcle since reosonat>lc caie was 
taken to ensure that the maintenance f«c would t>c paid timely, and t>iat upon my Icai-nins of the 
lapse in the maintenance fee, 1 made the payment immediately. 

Also r would lik.e you to consider my personal sitruation in which I have t>ecn carins 

elderly motlier wno is a dialysis patient and is in need of constant care for ttic pa^t several years. 

In light of Iho foretsoinfi, T respectf\iUy rcQuest that my patent t>e reinstated imrncdiately . 

TThanlc you. 



Shawn Omrani 
Enc, 
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1 

g .; Dear Ms. McLaughlin, 

}v :" - ■ 

I. ^ I . I am in receipt of your letter dated 1/15/2010. 



I 



In response to Ihcrcto and in further support of reinstating my patent, please note that the delay, if 
any, in paying the maintenance fee was unavoidable since reasonable care was taken to ensure 
that the maintenance fee would be paid timely. 



I Specifically, for the past ten years, 1 would routinely pay my patent attorney, Mr. Terrance L, 

I Siemens, a periodic fee which would be used toward the payment of the maintenance and other 

I fees and legal expenses. 



Even though, I conlinued paying Mr, Siemens the necessary fees, his firm did not convey 
payment for the maintenance fee. T later learned that Mr. Siemens had passed away and due 
notice was not provided to me. 

On 1 0/5/2009, upon calling the PTO to inquire about the status of my patent, T found out that my 
patent, indeed, had expired. On the same date, I, immediately, submitted an application for the. 
reinstatement of the patent and forwarded a check for the outstanding maintenance fee plus the 
additional assessed penalties. Attached please find a copy of chcck# 681, for the amount of 
$1,940. 
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